The PIN 
What is a PIN and what is it used for?

Your personal identification number, a PIN, is an electronic access code number that serves as your personal identifier. 

Your PIN helps you to

· Apply online for federal student aid, using FAFSA on the Web.

· "Sign" your application electronically and complete the student aid process totally online—no paper is involved. 

· If you're a dependent student and your parents have a PIN, they can sign the application electronically, as well. Signing the application at the time you apply means you'll get your results faster.

· Make online corrections to your FAFSA.

· Access your Student Aid Report and make online corrections to it.

· “Sign” a master promissory note for a federal student loan

· Access your federal student aid records online, including any federal student loan information. 

But, should I get a PIN if I'm not applying online?

We encourage you to apply online because that process is much faster and easier.  The electronic application process has edits built into it that dramatically reduces the chance for errors.  That saves you time and trouble But, even if you don't apply online, you can use a PIN later on to:

· Look up your processed FAFSA data online

· Make online corrections to your FAFSA information

· Complete your renewal FAFSA online.

How and when do I get a PIN?

Go to www.pin.ed.gov at any time; don't wait until you apply for federal student aid. You should request your PIN before you complete your FAFSA on the Web application. If you're a dependent student, your parents should request a PIN also, so you and your parent can electronically sign your FAFSA on the Web before it's submitted. That way, you'll get your results much faster.

When requesting a PIN, you must provide your name (as it appears on your Social Security card), your Social Security number, date of birth, mailing address and e-mail address (if you have one). After that information has been verified with the Social Security Administration's records, a PIN will be generated. If you provide an e-mail address, you'll get an e-mail response that contains a link to your PIN. If you don't provide an e-mail address, you'll get your PIN through regular mail.

Is going to the Web the only way I can get a PIN?

No. When you submit your FAFSA (either online or paper), if certain personal data such as your Social Security number and date of birth match the Social Security Administration records, we'll send you a PIN automatically. But, as we said above, getting a PIN early in the student aid process is better. 

	Safeguard Your PIN and Remember It! Because your PIN serves as your electronic signature, it has the same legal status as a written signature. Don't give out your PIN to anyone ever—not even to anyone helping you fill out the FAFSA. You need to make sure no one else can gain access to your student aid records or "sign" a FAFSA application with your PIN. Remember your PIN; you'll be able to use the same one for future online FAFSAs and federal student aid records access.




What if I have questions about the PIN?

Go to www.pin.ed.gov. Or, you can go to www.studentaid.ed.gov. At this site, click on "Get Your PIN" in the left column, right above the FAFSA logo. Or, the Federal Student Aid Information Center at 1-800-433-3243.

Can I request a PIN from the Federal Student Aid Information Center?

No, you can request a PIN only online.
42





43








